
Timothee Mickus
Personal Data
Email: timothee.mickus@helsinki.fi GitHub: TimotheeMickus Website: timotheemickus.github.io

Social: 
Work Experience

Apr 2022–Dec 2025 Postdoctoral Researcher at University of Helsinki Language Technology Group,
Helsinki

within the FoTran, Uncertainty-Aware Neural Language Models, GreenNLP and CoCordial projects.

Aug 2018–Sep 2018 Web & Nlp Engineer at Elda, Paris; Development—Web Annotation Interface

Nov 2017–Jul 2018 Nlp Data Scientist at Esprits Collaboratifs, Paris area; nlp—R&D

Nov 2015–Nov 2017 Software Contractor at Spirica, Paris; Development—Life Insurance Web Application

Education & Skills
Internships

Feb 2020–Mar 2020 Nlp Intern at Aist Airc, Tokyo

Nov 2017–Jul 2018 Nlp Intern at Université Paris Diderot, Paris

Jan 2016–Jun 2016 Nlp Intern at Université Paris Diderot, Paris

Jun 2015–Sep 2015 Nlp Intern at LIPN, Université Paris 13 , Paris area

School Curriculum
Mar 2022 PhD. in Computer Science, Atilf, Université de Lorraine, Nancy

Title: “On the Status of Word Embeddings as Implementations of the Distributional Hypothesis”

Jan 2022 Winter School in Machine Learning, ALPS 2022, Online

Jul 2019 Summer School in Machine Learning, DeepLearn 2019, Warsaw

Jul 2018 Master of Science in Computational Linguistics, Université Paris Diderot, Paris
summa cum laude, rank not available. Thesis subject: “Grammatical Gender Contrasts in French: a distri-

butional semantic approach”.

Jul 2015 Bachelor of Science in Computational Linguistics, Université Paris Diderot, Paris
summa cum laude, ranked 1st .

Language Skills
Native French & English

Some proficiency German, Japanese & Finnish

Scientific Outreach
Teaching

Jan 2025–Mar 2025 Lectures on Mathematics for linguists, at University of Helsinki

Mar 2023–Jun 2024 Lectures on Natural Language Understanding, at University of Helsinki

Aug 2023 Lecture on Multilingual Machine Translation, within the 16th MT Marathon
Co-lecturer with J. Tiedemann and R. Vázquez.

Oct 2019–Jan 2021 Practical Lectures on Programming (Python), at Université de Lorraine

Oct 2020–Dec 2020 Practical Lectures on Web Development, at Université de Lorraine

Nov 2020 Practical Lectures on Shell and LATEX, at Université de Lorraine

Nov 2018–Feb 2021 Lectures on Lexical Resources, at Université de Lorraine

Aug 2019 Tutor for python4nlp Summer School, Nancy

Supervision
Nov 2024–Aug 2025 Supervising two nlp Masters 2 students

Topics: Hallucination & sycophancy; Llms and frame semantics.

Jan 2025–Aug 2025 Supervising one nlp Bachelor student
Topics: Definition modeling in Belarusian (work published).
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Jan 2024–Dec 2024 Supervised two nlp Masters 1 students
Topics: comparison of MT and LM objectives (work published); uncertainty-aware definition modeling.

May 2023–Now Co-supervision for a PhD student (Joseph Attieh)
Dissertation topic: Optimizing Multilingual Language Models for more Efficient Inference.

Jun 2020–Aug 2020 Supervised two nlp Masters 1 students
Topic: preliminary work for establishing comparable sets of word embeddings (work published).

Funding applications
Jun 2025 Grant from the Tietoteknikaan tutkimussäätiö (5 000€)

Co-written with Raúl Vázquez. For developing a multilingual dataset of LLM hallucinations.

Mar 2025 Grant from the Finnish Society of Sciences and Letters (20 000€)
Co-written with Raúl Vázquez. For developing a multilingual & multimodal dataset of LLM hallucinations.

Mar 2025 Grant from the Faculty of Arts of the Univeristy of Helsinki (1 785€)
For conference attendance (IWCS) and workshop organization (BriGap2).

¸ Jan 2025 ERC proof-of-concept grant (150 000€)
Co-written with Jörg Tiedemann and Raúl Vázquez. For developing Multilingual Assets and Resources for

Modular Translation (MARMoT).

Jun 2024 Grant from the Otto Malm Foundation (5 000€)
Co-written with Raúl Vázquez. For developing a multilingual dataset of LLM hallucinations.

Jun 2023 Grant from Oskar Öfflund Foundation (5 000€)
Co-written with Raúl Vázquez. For developing a dataset of hallucinations in NLP models.

Organization Duties
Apr 2025–Dec 2025 Co-organizer for the Chomps workshop

Workshop on hallucinations in precision-demanding scenarios, collocated with AACL-IJCNLP 2025.

Feb 2025–Sep 2025 Co-organizer for the BriGap2 workshop
Workshops on bridges and gaps between linguistics and NLP, collocated with IWCS 2025.

Dec 2024–Aug 2025 Co-organizer for the 18th MT Marathon summer school
Summer school on machine translation.

May 2024–Jul 2025 Co-organizer for the Mu-Shroom shared-task
SemEval 2025 Task 3, a shared task on multilingual & token-level hallucination detection.

Dec 2023–May 2024 Co-organizer for the Axolotl’24 shared-task
Lchange’24 shared task on detecting and explaining semantic changes.

Oct 2023–Mar 2024 Co-organizer for the Moomin workshop
ACL-affiliated workshop on modular NLP, collocated with EACL 2024.

May 2023–Jul 2024 Co-organizer for the Shroom shared-task
SemEval 2024 Task 6, a shared task on the detection of hallucinations and overgeneration.

Jun 2021–Jul 2022 Co-organizer for the CoDWoE shared-task
SemEval 2022 Task 1, a shared task on comparing embeddings & dictionaries.

Scientific Panels & Assessment
2025 Grant proposal reviewing for the Narodowe Centrum Nauki

2024, 2025 Expert evaluator, DSTrain postdoctoral programme (MSCA Cofund, University of Oslo)

Public Outreach
May 2023–Now Blog posts on the Language Technology Research Group’s blog.

Jul 2021–Sep 2022 Personal blog: “My PhD, explained to my folks”

Apr 2021–Dec 2021 Member of the strategic committee “Université – Recherche – Santé”

Awards

Jun 2024 Best task paper award at SemEval 2024

Jun 2024 Best paper award at Insights from Negative Results 2024

Dec 2023 Outstanding reviewer at Emnlp 2023

Jun 2023 Best PhD dissertation award (prix de thèse Atala).
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Publications

Jul 2025 Adapting Definition Modeling for New Languages: A Case Study on Belarusian
D. Kazakouskaya, T. Mickus, & J. Siewert. SlavicNLP 2025 (Acl 2025).

Jul 2025 SemEval-2025 Task 3: Mu-SHROOM, the multilingual shared task on hallucinations and related observ-
able overgeneration mistakes
R. Vázquez,∗ T. Mickus,∗ E. Zosa, T. Vahtola, J. Tiedemann, A. Sinha, V. Segonne, F. Sánchez-Vega, A. Raganato, J. Libovick�,

J. Karlgren, S. Ji, J. Helcl, L. Guillou, O. de Gibert, J. Bengoetxea, J. Attieh & M. Apidianaki. SemEval 2025 (Acl 2025).

Jul 2025 Your Model is Overconfident, and Other Lies We Tell Ourselves
T. Mickus,∗ A. Sinha∗ & R. Vázquez. Acl 2025.

Nov 2024 A Comparison of Language Modeling and Translation as Multilingual Pretraining Objectives
Z. Li, S. Ji,∗ T. Mickus,∗ V. Segonne & J. Tiedemann. Emnlp 2024.

Aug 2024 Domain-specific or Uncertainty-aware models: Does it really make a difference for biomedical text
classification?
A. Sinha, T. Mickus, M. Clausel, M. Constant & X. Coubez. Bionlp 2024 (Acl 2024).

Aug 2024 Axolotl’24 Shared Task on Multilingual Explainable Semantic Change Modeling
M. Fedorova, T. Mickus, N. Partanen, J. Siewert, E. Spaziani & A. Kutuzov. LChange’24 (Acl 2024).

Aug 2024 Isotropy, Clustering, and Classifiers
T. Mickus, S.-A. Grönroos & J. Attieh. Acl 2024.

Jun 2024 Stranger than Paradigm: Word Embedding Benchmarks Don’t Align With Morphology
T. Mickus & M. Copot. SCiL 2024.

Jun 2024 Language Models and the Paradigmatic Axis
T. Mickus. SCiL 2024.

Jun 2024 The Emergence of High-Level Semantics in a Signaling Game
T. Bernard, T. Mickus & H. Takamura. ∗Sem 2024 (Naacl 2024).

Jun 2024 I Have an Attention Bridge to Sell You: Generalization Capabilities of Modular Translation Architectures
T. Mickus, J. Attieh & R. Vázquez. Workshop on Insights from Negative Results in Nlp 2024 (Naacl 2024).

Jun 2024 Semeval-2024 Task 6: Shroom – A Shared-task on Hallucinations and Related Observable Overgeneration
Mistakes
T. Mickus, E. Zosa, R. Vázquez, T. Vahtola, J. Tiedemann, V. Segonne, A. Raganato & M. Apidianaki. SemEval 2024 (Naacl 2024).

May 2024 Can machine translation bridge multilingual pretraining and cross-lingual transfer learning?
S. Ji, T. Mickus, V. Segonne & J. Tiedemann; Lrec-Coling 2024.

Mar 2024 Mammoth Massively Multilingual Modular Open Translation @ Helsinki
T. Mickus,∗ S.-A. Grönroos,∗ J. Attieh, M. Boggia, O. De Gibert, S. Ji, N. Loppi, A. Raganato, R. Vázquez & J. Tiedemann. Eacl

2024.

Dec 2023 Why bother with geometry? On the relevance of linear decompositions of Transformer embeddings
T. Mickus & R. Vázquez. BlackboxNLP 2023 (Emnlp 2023).

Dec 2023 Grounded and Well-rounded: A Methodological Approach to the Study of Cross-modal and Cross-lingual
Grounding
T. Mickus, E. Zosa & D. Paperno. Findings of Emnlp 2023.

Jul 2023 „Mann” is to “Donna”as「国王」is to « Reine »: Adapting the Analogy Task for Multilingual and
Contextual Embeddings.
T. Mickus, E. Caló, L. Jacqmin, D. Paperno & M. Constant. ∗Sem 2023 (Acl 2023).

Jul 2023 So many design choices: Improving and interpreting neural agent communication in signaling games
T. Bernard & T. Mickus. Findings of the Acl 2023.

Jun 2023 Definition Modeling: To Model Definitions. Generating Definitions With Little to No Semantics
V. Segonne∗ & T. Mickus.∗ Iwcs 2023.

May 2023 Dozens of Translation Directions or Millions of Shared Parameters? Comparing Two Types of Multilin-
guality in Modular Machine Translation
M. Boggia, S.-A. Grönroos, N. Loppi, T. Mickus, A. Raganato, J. Tiedemann & R. Vázquez. NoDaLiDa 2023.

Dec 2022 Idiosyncratic Frequency as a Measure of Derivation vs Inflection
M. Copot, T. Mickus & O. Bonami. In Journal of Language Modeling.

Sep 2022 How to Dissect a Muppet: The Structure of Transformer Embedding Spaces.
T. Mickus, D. Paperno & M. Constant. In Transactions of the Acl.

Jul 2022 Semeval-2022 Task 1: CODWOE – Comparing Dictionaries and Word Embeddings
T. Mickus, K. Van Deemter, M. Constant & D. Paperno. SemEval 2022 (Naacl 2022).
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Dec 2021 About Neural Networks and Writing Definitions
T. Mickus, D. Paperno & M. Constant; Dsna 2021.

Aug 2021 A Game Interface to Study Semantic Grounding in Text-Based Models
T. Mickus, M. Constant & D. Paperno. Games & NLP (Ieee CoG).

Dec 2020 What Meaning-Form Correlation Has to Compose With
T. Mickus, T. Bernard & D. Paperno. Coling 2020.

Jun 2020 Génération Automatique de Définitions pour le Français
T. Mickus, M. Constant & D. Paperno. Taln 2020.

Jan 2020 What do you mean, bert? Assessing bert as a Distributional Semantics Model
T. Mickus, D. Paperno, M. Constant & K. van Deemter. Scil 2020.

Sep 2019 Mark my Word: a Sequence-to-sequence Approach to Definition Modeling
T. Mickus, D. Paperno & M. Constant. Dl4nlp workshop (NoDaLiDa 2019).

Jan 2019 Distributional Effects of Gender Contrasts Across Categories
T. Mickus, O. Bonami & D. Paperno. Scil 2019.
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